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Protect Doctor-Patient Confidentiality
oy

Sandeep Jauhar NOV. 19, 2015
http://nyti.ms/INdjBbw
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foreseeable victims” of potentially dangerous patients in their care
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The duty to keep patients’ information private is written into the codes of ethics of
medical organizations, and is even in the Hippocratic oath: “What I may see or hear in
the course of treatment,” it says, “I will keep to myself.”
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(1) We must also betray confidentiality when it is in the “public interest” (reporting
infectious diseases, for example).

(BRm - AINERNEZRMT - SRNB[EZEZRAEEERN - BH—
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(2) The duty to warn third parties in danger is also an important exception to
confidentiality. We publicly disclose the identities of sex offenders.

(HE=0)
(3) We alert family members when hereditary diseases in our patients come
to light. ( EEMZER )

(4) A colleague of mine once took care of a patient, a school bus driver, who received
an implantable defibrillator after suffering cardiac arrhythmias. When my colleague



advised the man to quit his job because of the potential risk to young children, the
man refused, so my colleague reported him to the Department of Motor Vehicles.
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Sandeep Jauhar, a cardiologist and a contributing opinion writer, is the author of

“Doctored: The Disillusionment of an American Physician” and “Intern: A Doctor’s
Initiation.”



