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Disneyland-Associated Measles Outbreak Is Ending

By Cara Adler
Edited by William E. Chavey, MD, 145

The California Disneyland measles outbreak that began in late December is "nearing an end," the
Assaciated Press reports. That outbreak accounted for 111 of the 159 measles cases reported to the
CDC from January 4 to April 2 this year, according to an MMMWR study.

California health officials will declare the Disneyland-associated outbreak over on Friday if no new cases
are identified, the AP reports.

Of these 159 cases, 45% were in people who were unvaccinated, and 38% were in those with unknown
vaccination status. Among the unvaccinated, 40% were too young or had contraindications to
vaccination. Almost all cases were import-associated. Overall, 22 patients were hospitalized, five with
pneumonia. Three smaller outbreaks in lllinois, Nevada, and Washington accounted for 29 cases.

Measures to reduce importation and spread of measles include "maintenance of high vaccination
coverage, ensuring timely vaccination before travel, and early detection and isolation of cases," the
MMWR authors note.
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Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6414al.htm?s cid=mm6414al w
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Patients with suspected measles should be promptly screened before entering
waiting rooms and appropriately isolated (i.e., in an airborne isolation room or, if
not available, in a separate room with the door closed), or have their doctor's office
appointments scheduled at the end of the day to prevent exposure of other patients
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